Report – Visit to Stockholm

Dates of visit : 8/12/03 to 14/12/03

1. Background

Oxfam India has started a programme on Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) in 4 states of South India with support from the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida). The programme is working in 6 river basins in South India with a focus on two specific aspects of water resources management :

· Rejuvenation of water resources to enhance water availability and water quality.

· Experimenting with conflict resolution methods for more equitable access to water resources, especially for marginalized sections –dalits, landless, women, poor, etc.

2. Objective of visit 

Oxfam India’s South India water management programme includes a component on Technical Collaboration for enhancing the technical and research quality of the programme. 

The purpose of this visit was to present the work being done by Oxfam India to technical and research institutions in Stockholm and to identify the nature of collaborations that could be forged with such institutions on needs that Oxfam India has tentatively identified.

The meeting was organised at the initiative of Ramesh Mukalla, Development Cooperation Section, Sida, New Delhi and Jens Berggren, Asia Office, Sida,  Stockholm. Oskar Wallgren at the Stockholm Environment Institute identified the persons whom I should be meeting and organised these meetings. I am thankful to all three.

3. Persons met during the visit

	Person
	Organisation

	Arno Rosemarin
	Stockholm Environment Institute

	Bjorn Hansson
	Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, Stockholm

	Goran Baurne
	Dept. of Land & Water Engineering, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm

	Cecilia Ruben
	Stockholm Environment Institute

	Hakan Tropp
	Environment Policy Division, Sida

	Jacques Rey
	Akkadia  Consulting Consortium, Stockholm

	Jan Lundqvist
	Stockholm International Water Institute & Dept. of Water & Environmental Studies, Linkoping, Sweden

	Jan-Olof Drangert
	Stockholm Environment Institute

	Jenny T Gronwall
	Ph. D. Student, Linkoping University

	Jens Berggren
	Sida, Stockholm

	Johan Kuylenstierna
	Swedish Water House

	Lena Tilly
	Tyrens Infrakonsult AB, Stockholm

	Oskar Wallgren
	Stockholm Environment Institute

	Peter Qwist-Hoffman
	Scandiaconsult, Stockholm

	Ramesh Mukalla
	Sida, India


4. Issues discussed with various persons/ institutions during the visit

4.a. Presentation at Swedish Water House, Stockholm

A presentation was made at SWH on 11th December, 2003. The following section lists the major comments received :

1. Ramesh Mukalla

Ramesh works for Sida in India. He explained that the purpose of this presentation by Oxfam India was to ensure that civil society in India and elsewhere could have access to scientific and technical knowledge available in other parts of the world. He gave an example of CSE, New Delhi which had built up a very strong case on converting public buses to CNG based on research support from Swedish technical and research institutions. Thus he emphasised that research should be brought more and more into the public domain and that synergies need to be built between traditional Indian knowledge base and Swedish knowledge bases on IWRM issues. 

2. Jan Lundquist

Jan works with Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI) and the Dept. of Water & Environmental Studies, Linkoping University (LiU), Sweden. He pointed out a number of areas where the Oxfam India programme could work on for further enrichment of the programme :

Oxfam India could learn from a number of experiments in river basin level works from other parts of the world such as South America and Africa.

Oxfam India would also need to keep itself abreast of latest concepts in IWRM such as Environmental debt, etc.

LiU is collaborating with other organisations in South India, with which Oxfam India could get in touch  :

· SACI waters, Hyderabad 

· Madras School of Economics

· Water Technology Centre, Coimbatore

At an international level, SIWI was working towards collaboration with IWMI, Colombo on water resources and livelihoods and ways to enhance stakeholder participation in IWRM projects.

LiU is working on water budgeting as a way to get out of the conventional sectoral thinking on water resources.

Frameworks such as Comprehensive Assessment developed by David Molden was another area that Oxfam India could look at for future work.

Anna Blomquist, a researcher with the Dept. of Water & Environmental Studies at Linkoping, had done a recent study on irrigation management and the role of collective action in conflict resolution in South India. She had also done a study on how decreasing water quality is affecting weavers in South India. This could also be of interest to Oxfam India.

Jan also suggested that a number of short-term courses in Swedish Universities could be offered for Indian professionals on IWRM issues. He related that for a Masters programme on water and Livelihood Studies, Johan Kuylenstierna of the Stockholm Water House was designing role-plays for teaching students the complex scenario that existed in many river basins. These could be a good tool for conflict resolution amongst stakeholders. 

On scenario building, Jan said that dynamic hydrological modelling was being tried for two kinds of scenarios – a high water consumption scenario and a low consumption water scenario. These were researches that Oxfam India could gain from.

At the industrial level, Sweden was trying to bring out a bill to ensure that water pollution could be stopped right at the production level rather than wait for the pollutants to come to into effluents which would then had be treated. This was another area that Oxfam India could look at.

3. Jenny T Gronwall

Jenny is to enrol as a Ph D student at Linkoping University and her basic interest was in the legal aspects of IWRM. She wanted to study the roles of water norms, the legal superstructure related to water and the institutional framework that governs issues in IWRM in South India. She will be visiting Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh in the near future. She asked if a mutually beneficial relationship between Oxfam India herself could be built up. 

4. Lena Tilly

Lena Tilly belongs to private consulting firm – Tyrens Infrakonsult AB, Stockholm – that has a vast experience in Hydro-geological studies for groundwater estimating and mapping using various methods including tracers. Lena was also part of a recent study on water quality and pollution due to urban and industrial wastes in Hyderabad. She gave printed material concerning the work done by her firm and said they would be happy to explore a collaboration with the Oxfam India programme. Lena also stressed that Oxfam India should prioritise its work area/s and develop models in selected areas rather than diffusing its energy on a number of issues.

5. Hakan Tropp

Hakan works with the Environment Policy Division at Sida in Stockholm. He underlined the fact that the concept of water governance was a political concept and water equity between various stakeholders and gender equity were important areas where the Oxfam India programme should look into. Thus the areas of participation, efficiency of water use as well as economic efficiency and the domain of rights and institutions must be looked into, he felt. 

He cautioned that devolution of knowledge of IWRM should not further empower the already powerful. For this, the state-civil society relationship needs to be strengthened in favour of civil society. NGOs also need to more open and need to build their capacities to face the new challenges before them.

6. Jacques Rey

Jacques Rey was representing Akkadia (a consulting consortium) from Stockholm. Like Lena, he felt that the issues that Oxfam India had listed were very vast and that Oxfam India should prioritise issues on which it would be working. Responding to Ramesh’s point that the Indian National Global Water Partnership was not performing as it should have, Jacques felt that Oxfam India should strenghten the National and regional water partnerships by working closely with them and from within these. He felt that the task of building platforms of interested parties would be the most crucial part of future IWRM work.

Jacques also explained that Sweden had a long experience in resolving conflicts related to water. Other institutions that were working on water related issues were the Uppsala Institute and the SEI which was working on the issue of sanitation and for “closing the loop” between human waste and manure for fields. Jacques suggested that Akkadia could be of some support in 3 areas – Ecosan, conflict resolution and building of multistakeholder platforms.

7. Goran Baurne 

Goran works at the Water Resources Management Department in KTH, the Royal Institute of Technology at Stockholm. He explained that the institute had worked for many years in the areas of water quality (arsenic and other contamination), modelling of groundwater in Tamil Nadu in collaboration with Water Technology Centre at Coimbatore. They had also worked in the areas of environment, GIS and sanitation. These were areas that could be looked into to work out collaboration with Oxfam India.

Responding to Oxfam India’s suggestion for putting Masters level students to research specific subjects on IWRM, Goran suggested that such a programme could be started immediately if Oxfam India was interested.

8. Peter Qwist-Hoffman

Peter represented a Swedish/ Danish private company called Scandiaconsult, Stockholm, which had long experience in GIS and remote sensing. They had also conducted training programme on watershed management, environmental assessments and environmental education.
Peter pointed out that a clear distinction should be made between rural and urban livelihoods and the role of stakeholder dynamics in building a strong programme. He felt that outsiders had a unique role in facilitating conflict resolution for local communities. He gave the example of the role of outsiders in community forestry projects. 

9. Oskar Wallgren

Oskar gave a brief background about Stockholm Environment Institute and explained that SEI-York was primarily working on the issue of natural resources, poverty and livelihood linkages while SEI Boston was working on developing modelling software such as WEAP, which could be used to provide knowledge to basin level stakeholders on water and for conflict resolution. SEI at Stockholm was also working on the issue of sharing scarce water resources (including upstream-downstream conflicts), as well as energy - livelihood linkages. SEI was interested in Oxfam India programme as it could provide a platform for testing their research findings. SEI could also play a role in sharing experiences in IWRM in Sweden to be used by Oxfam India and others in India.

4.b. Meeting at Stockholm Environment Institute on 12/12/03

Made a verbal presentation of the South India IWRM programme and the major issues that Oxfam India is dealing with. Persons present from SEI were – Cecilia Rubens, Arno Rosemarin and Jan-Olof Drangert, Linkoping University.  The following issues were discussed :

1. Ecological Sanitation

SEI is promoting Ecological Sanitation (ecosan). The model they have developed consists of two-container waterless toilets in which soil and ash is put on the faeces after defecation. Only one container is used at a time and this is allowed to fill up. After this has filled up, it is closed and the other is used. The faeces in the first container are converted into compost in a year’s time. The pit is then opened and the compost used in agriculture. Urine separation is also done and urine is collected in a separate container to be used in agriculture fields directly. In closed climates such as in China, the container has a metal cover, which is painted black to absorb sunlight and speed up digestion. 

In India, one ecosan toilet has been developed in Kerala by Paul Calvert, which contains a urine separation seat. An NGO in Bangalore ACTS has conducted a training in ecosan and is running an ecosan complex in a slum in Bangalore.

2. WEAP

Oskar Wallgren of SEI gave a demonstration of the Water Assessment And Planning Software developed by SEI, Boston. The software can be used to store statistical and other information about water quantity and quality on a graphical interface. It can also be used to build scenarios about changes in upstream and downstream water quantity and quality changes. SEI has experience from using the software in stakeholder dialogues at various scales around the world.  A copy of the software was obtained from SEI. Similar software on energy planning (LEAP) was also obtained. Oxfam India will work with these and will get back to SEI about its experience in using the same.

4.c. Meeting at Swedish Society for Nature Conservation, Stockholm (SSNC)

Met Bjorn Hansson of the SSNC. SSNC is one of the largest NGOs of Sweden having about 1,70,000 members. It was started in 1908. It contains local offices in various communes of Sweden. The major areas where SSNC works are :

1. Forest protection – as there were a number of paper and saw mills in Sweden.

2. Agriculture – Promoting ecosystem services and agricultural diversity.

3. Climate and climate change – Trying to build public opinion for introduction of Kyoto protocol, introducing the concept of CO2  rights for Swedish industry.

4. Chemicals – The issues related to water pollution and the use of harmful pesticides and other chemicals.

5. Oceans – working in the Baltic Sea and trying to prevent ill effects of large-scale prawn cultivation in developing countries.

The international division of SSNC works on issues such as Forests, Agriculture, Water & Dams and on increasing awareness among Swedish public about sustainable methods and technologies.

SSNC works through increasing awareness of consumers in Sweden on the above issues. They have introduced Eco-labelling of products to ensure that ecologically benign products  are promoted. They also organise nature treks, discussions, presentations etc. for the general public to increase awareness. 

SSNC also works proactively with Swedish politicians as well as Swedish representatives in the European Union to ensure that ecological and just products and processes are adopted. SSNC is also keeping a watch over Swedish Government actions in WTO and Swedish Overseas Aid. They also monitor Swedish Governmental credit to Swedish companies and act as a watchdog of the products and processes that are being supported.

In addition to the above, SSNC supports thematic NGO networks in developing countries- such as the Narmada Andolan in India. They also provide support to delegates form the developing countries to attend international meetings for Consumer associations, members of Third World Network and for Tribal and local communities to have access to natural resources. 

Currently, SSNC supports projects in Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, India, Africa and Latin America. 

Collaborations possible

As regards the nature of collaborations with Oxfam India, Bjorn felt that SSNC could be interested in supporting groups working on organising urban poor in slums and increasing water access to these.  Bjorn said SSNC could also be interested in sharing experiences of similar initiatives in other parts of the world with Oxfam India. Bjorn also felt that SSNC and Oxfam India could run coordinated campaigns on issues such as water pollution by MNCs such as Coca Cola.

5. Contact Addresses of persons concerned

Since this note is being circulated to a number of Oxfam India’s partners and associates, I give below a list of email addresses of the persons met to facilitate wider communication. 

	Person
	Email

	Arno Rosemarin
	arno.rosemarin@sei.se 

	Bjorn Hansson
	bjorn.hansson@snf.se 

	Goran Baurne
	baurne@kth.se 

	Cecilia Ruben
	cecilia.ruben@sei.se 

	Hakan Tropp
	hakan.tropp@sida.se 

	Jacques Rey
	jacques.rey@telia.com 

	Jan Landqvist
	jan.lundqvist@siwi.org 

	Jan-Olof Drangert
	jandr@tema.liu.se 

	Jenny T Gronwall
	jenny.gronwall@tema.liu.se 

	Jens Berggren
	jens.berggren@sida.se 

	Johan Kuylenstierna
	johan.kuylenstierna@siwi.org 

	Lena Tilly
	lena.tilly@tyrens.se 

	Oskar Wallgren
	oskar.wallgren@sei.se 

	Peter Qwist-Hoffman
	peter.qwist-hoffman@scc.se  

	Ramesh Mukalla
	ramesh.mukalla@sida.se 

	Pankaj Kumar
	pksddn@rediffmail.com ; oxfamindia@vsnl.com


Pankaj Kumar

Bangalore

22/12/03 
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